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SANBI  ISLAND  CAMP 


Resident  Director's  Report — 1970 


This  was  probably  the  busiest  season  Sandy  Island  has  ever  had. 
With  camp  opening  on  June  27th,  and  with  a late  Labor  Day  (September  7th) 
we  were  able  to  run  ten  weeks  rather  than  nine.  Because  of  the  rising 
prosperity  of  most  of  our  campers  and  the  increase  in  numbers  of  people 
able  to  take  a vacation,  we  had  a full  camp  almost  every  week;  and  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  squeeze  our  total  enrolment  into  nine  weeks 
This  all  meant  that  for  the  staff  there  was  no  let-up,  with  every  week 
as  busy  as  the  previous  one,  and  for  the  equipment,  much  of  it  old  and 
tired,  a constant  battle  to  keep  it  repaired  and  running. 

I want  especially  to  commend  and  praise  the  staff.  At  one 
point  we  surveyed  the  staff  and  discovered  to  our  amazement  that  80$ 
of  them  were  under  18  years  of  age.  We  expect  mature  adults  to  do  their 
work  well,  but  it  was  an  unexpected  pleasure  to  know  how  well  we  ran  an 
almost  $90,000  business  with  so  many  young  people. 

In  all  my  years  at  Sandy  I don' t believe  we  ever  had  so  many 
staff  people  who  couldn’t  work  the  full  summer — the  result  of  full  em- 
ployment and  my  feeling  that  I would  rather  have  a good  person  part  of 
the -season  than  a less  good  one  the  whole  season.  The  changes  involved 
some  extra  training  but  I feel  things  worked  out  very  well. 

The  extremely  dry  weather,  (practically  speaking,  it  didn’t 
rain  after  the  first  week  of  July)  gave  us  an  extra  fire  hazard  and  un- 
fortunately when  a five-year  old  boy  was  playing  with  matches  at  the  end 
of  the  summer,  we  lost  Snorecrest.  A thirty-five -mile -an -hour  wind  drove 
the  fire  through  the  dry  leaves  under  the  cabin  and  all  of  a sudden  it 
was  too  late.  The  fire  towers  around  the  lake  knew  of  it  before  we  did 
and  help  was  sent  but  when  the  men  arrived  in  fire  boats  they  found  16- 
year  old  boys  putting  out  the  fire  so  capably  that  the  men  watched  and 
commented  admiringly.  The  loss  was  complete,  and  I doubt  there  will  be 
salvage  enough  to  make  more  than  a tent  platform. 

At  this  moment  our  thinking  tends  to  replacing  Snorecrest 
with  something  like  the  downstairs  of  Buena  Vista,  with  rooms  for  six 
or  eight  single  persons,  built  around  a central  living  room.  A fire- 
place would  be  a welcome  addition  for  the  temperatures  are  not  always 
as  comfortable  as  they  were  this  summer.  I may  just  possibly  have  a 
volunteer  mason  to  build  the  fireplace. 

Camper  Enrolments: 

Counting  the  Christadelphians  we  had  1,526  camper  weeks.  This 
is  not  the  number  of  individual  campers  as  forty-four  families  stayed  two 
weeks;  one  family  stayed  three  weeks;  one  family  stayed  four  weeks. 

Of  the  15  single  persons  staying  more  than  one  week,  ten  stayed 
two  weeks,  three  stayed  three  weeks,  one  stayed  five  weeks,  and  one 
stayed  seven  weeks. 

Labor  Day  Weekend  was  crowded  and  we  had  to  refuse  people  after 
we  had  filled  all  the  cabins  with  125. 
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Staff: 


The  Staff  was  larger  this  year  and  with  reason.  The  Water- 
front had  an  extra  man,  stayed  open  more  hours,  and  taught  extra  classes. 
The  Building  Crew  had  two  and  one  half  assistants  for  the  builder  instead 
of  last  year's  two.  The  Craft  Shop  had  two  and  one  half  persons,  an 
increase  of  one.  The  office  usually  had  two  Secretaries  to  split  the 
fifteen-hour  day  between  them,  in  addition  to  Grace  Steward  who  spent 
about  sixteen  hours  a day  there. 

I count  myself  very  fortunate  to  have  been  able  to  assemble 
a staff  of  such  high  quality.  As  I told  them  in  their  first  Staff 
Meeting,  many  of  them  I had  known  before  they  were  born,  and  the  rest 
came  very  well  recommended.  Some  of  the  adults  I have  known  for  up  to 
twenty-five  years! 

Right  here  I want  to  emphasize  and  repeat  my  thanks  to  Bob 
and  Pat  Marcoux  for  the  work  they  did:  store,  boat  trips,  building 
program,  shopping  trips,  chapel  services,  Thursday  night  shows,  hymn 
sings,  Sunday  evening  boat  cruises,  all  were  made  more  interesting  or 
easier  because  of  them. 

We  all  regretted  that  Judy  Handy  could  stay  only  two  weeks, 
but  she  trained  Phyllis  York,  who  did  a fine  job  for  the  rest  of  the 
summer.  Dorothy  Queen  joined  us  for  the  month  of  August  and  did  a 
professional  job. 

The  Pattersons  did  their  usual  fine  jobs.  I honestly  don't 
know  how  Bob  stands  the  pace,  but  he  enjoys  it. 

Bob  Andrews  took  over  the  service  crew  and  many  were  the 
praises  we  received  for  the  cleanliness  of  the  camp  and  the  courtesy 
of  his  boys. 

The  Waterfront  was  in  the  capable  hands  of  Andy  Geohegan  and 
his  assistants.  Many  people  praised  his  skill  and  his  teaching  of 
the  children. 

Scott  and  Jorunn  Erickson  carried  on  a good  young  people's 

program. 


Lois  Prowten  did  her  usual  fine  job  in  the  Craft  Shop. 

The  Porters  found  it  necessary  to  leave  in  mid-season,  but 
we  were  fortunate  in  finding  Claud  Hacker  to  replace  them.  Sue  Stewart 
took  over  the  baking. 

A1  Stewart  did  the  building  and  the  results  are  well  worth 
seeing  in  the  Sports  Pavillion,  most  of  which  was  financed  by  the  Boston 
Outing  Club,  which  donated  the  remainder  of  its  treasury  to  us  when  it 
closed  down. 

The  Work  Weekend  was  well  attended  with  about  thirty-five 
adults  and  older  young  people  helping  to  clean  up  the  Camp  after 
the  winter.  Frankly,  I don't  know  where  we  could  get  enough  permanent 
staff  early  enough  to  do  this  kind  of  work,  and  I want  to  thank  all 
those  who  came  and  gave  so  generously  of  their  time  and  effort. 
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Buildings  and  Equipment; 

In  spite  of  Bill  Hunt's  working  nearly  six  days  a week  on 
painting,  and  with  so  little  time  lost  to  rain  this  year,  there  is 
almost  more  painting  to  do  at  Sandy  than  one  man  can  keep  up  with. 

I dislike  suggesting  the  addition  of  another  man,  but  perhaps  the 
time  has  come.  There  are  now  67  permanent  buildings  at  Sandy,  and 
stain  wears  off  faster  than  we  have  been  able  recently  to  put  it  on. 

A work  crew  of  boys  under  "Little  Joe"  Clement  rebuilt  about 
60$  of  North  Dock  at  a probable  cost  of  $2^0,  quite  a saving  below 
estimated  contractor's  price. 

Towards  the  end  of  summer  eight  piles  were  cut  and  are  to 
be  driven  in  at  the  concrete  pier.  After  ten  years  the  old  ones  had 
almost  all  rotted  away. 

We  obtained  two  new  aluminum  canoes  this  year  and  one  sailing 
canoe,  which  still  needs  to  be  rigged. 

A very  welcome  gift  was  Daniel  Sheingold' s Lone  Star  sailboat. 
He  feels  that  it  should  be  used  more  than  one  week  each  year — which  is 
great  for  our  camp  sailers. 

After  Labor  Day  we  discovered  that  the  kitchen  roof  leaked 
badly  so  two  weekends  were  spent  in  reshingling  it.  The  Dining  Hall 
roof  is  developing  leaks  and  is  in  very  poor  condition  after  thirty- 
two  years.  Pre-season  the  dish  room  floor  was  tiled  with  ceramic  tiles; 
a double  toilet  was  built,  but  not  quite  finished,  on  the  south  piazza 
of  the  kitchen,  and  the  right-hand  walk-in  refrigerator  was  rebuilt. 

An  expensive  but  very  efficient  and  much-needed  walk-in  deep 
freezer  was  bought  about  the  1st  of  August  as  a replacement  for  our 
older  and  smaller  unit. 

In  his  "spare  time"  Bob  Patterson  enclosed  the  piazza  of 
Uncas,  thus,  in  effect,  adding  a room  to  his  living  quarters. 

The  "Copper  Kettle"  cabin  is  nearing  completion  on  the 

west  side. 


I should  like  to  mention  here  our  several  weekend  workers 
who,  all  experts  in  their  several  fields,  come  to  Sandy  Island  Friday 
evenings  and  then  return  home  Sunday  afternoon  or  evening.  In  the  course 
of  a summer  Doug  Chisholm  and  Paul  Maxwell,  electricians  primarily ; 

Brad  Croan,  plumber;  and  Larry  Roberts,  welder  and  carpenter;  do  thousands 
of  dollars  worth  of  work  for  Sandy.  Their  only  pay  is  vacation  time 
and  the  pleasure  derived  fiom  doing  their  work.  Many  times  they  bring 
friends  with  additional  skills.  For  instance,  in  late  June,  a dynamiter 
improved  the  flow  into  the  beach  well. 

Recommendations ; 

Kitchen:  More  stainless  steel  serving  counter  is  needed, 
for  sanitary  and  esthetic  reasons.  . . Finish  tiling  and  plumbing  the 
toilets. 
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Dining  Hall:  The  roof  is  badly  in  need  of  repairs;  one  half  should  be 
reshingled  in  1971. 

North  Dock;  Finish  main  portion  (1*0%)  and  rebuild  about  50%  of  catwalk. 

The  Boathouse  will  soon  need  new  sills,  at  least  on  north 
side. 

Boat:  Little  Sandy  can  and  should  be  changed  to  a 12 -volt  system, 

not  an  expensive  job  for  our  electricians. 

Waterfront : Almost  all  the  woodwork  must  be  replaced.  This  year's 

repairs  were  usually  on  an  emergency  basis.  . .(The  slips 
for  the  row  boats  should  be  built  north  of  the  Canoe 
Dock  to  give  a freer  swimming  area.) 

Sno recrest:  Replacement  costs  at  about  $6.00  per  square  foot  will 

be:  6 rooms  and  living  room  1*,200  x 1 ,200  = $5,1*00, 

8 " " «»  " 5,600  x 1,200  - $6,800 

Lagoon:  This  works  very  well  but  should  have  a dike  built  across 

it  to  allow  use  of  one  side  or  the  other  with  deeper  water. 

A hedge  of  mixed  bushes,  including  barberry  and  climbing 
roses,  should  be  planted  to  make  the  area  more  attractive 
and  to  discourage  intruders,  especially  children. 

Well:  Another  attempt  should  be  made  to  drill  a well  on  Sandy. 

There  are  two  locations  at  the  north  end  and  one  on  the 
south  end  that  give  promise. 

Tennis  Courts:  New  net  posts  need  to  be  installed  in  concrete.  Provision 
for  resurfacing  the  courts  should  be  made  soon. 


The  Walter  E.  Jones  Infirmary  should  be  continued,  not  only  to  serve 
carriers  who  may  become  ill,  but  also  to  have  a place 
for  housing  pre-season  and  post-season  workers.  The 
new  building  might  also  serve  to  accommodate  post- 
season groups,  up  to  20  people,  for  one  or  two  weekends 
in  late  September  or  early  October. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BALDWIN  STEWARD 

Resident  Director 
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Basic  Camper  Enrollment  Figures — 1 970 


1 . Attendance  By  Weeks; 

First  Week 
Second  Week 
Third  Week 
Fourth  Week 
Fifth  Week 
Sixth  Week 
Seventh  Week 
Eighth  Week 
Ninth  Week 
Labor  Day- 
Weekend 


1 969  1 970 


2.  No.  of  Different  Campers  1,298  1,369 


3.  Sex  Distribution  of  Campers; 


Men  33k 
Women  37k 
Boys  335 
Girls  326 


li.  Age  Distribution  of  Campers: 

Adults  708 

13  to  18  21 k 

10  to  12  1£U 

7 to  9 Uik 

1*  to  6 91 

2 to  3 32 

0 to  1 26 
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Budget  and  Financial  Report  To  October  1 , 1970 


Budget  Actuals 

1970-71  To  10/1/70 

Incomes 

$ 87,1*20  $ 81*, 328. 25 

Expenses 

$87,1*20  $ £9,  188.05 

Surplus  or  Deficit 

0 $ 25,  11*0.20  (S) 

Note:  The  above  actual  figures  are  complete  only  to  October 

1 j 1970,  and  are  subject  to  various  credits  and  charges 
before  the  end  of  the  camp’s  fiscal  year. 


